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Augustana College

Rock Island, Illinois
MINUTES
Faculty Senate
March 22, 2001 – 11:30 a.m.
Science Building, Room 102

1.

The meeting was called to order by Louis Belby, chair, at 11:35 a.m. Roll
was taken. Members unable to attend: Mike Finnemann, Bill Hammer, Chip
Morrow, Joe McDowell, Lori Scott, Esteban Loustaunau.
Excused absence: Larry McCallum & Jack Garrett.

2.

Upon a motion by Jim Winship and seconded by Jonathan Miller the Minutes of
Feb. 08, 2001 were approved with the following correction.
Under Item 4, b, 2. “Proposal to add a lab to BA 211 Business Statistics I”, the
first paragraph should read BA 211 is “Business Stats” not “Business States”.

3.

Educational Policies Committee – Rick Jurasek, on behalf of EPC, made the
following motions:
a. Aegean Program Modifications
After further planing by the program faculty and initial meeting with students,
there are two modifications that the program planners would like proposed for
the Aegean Focused Foreign Term that will be offered in Spring, 2002.
1) Change of English course offered during the program from EN 231:
Modern Fiction to WL 310: Topics in World Literature
Rationale: Many of the students interested in the program had already
completed EN 231 and would prefer a more advanced course. The WL
course has been the literature course offered on other foreign terms.
2) Offering PL 340: Classics of Western Philosophy to replace PL 140:
Ancient Philosophy
Rationale: Several students interested in the program have already
completed PL 140.
In discussion, the following points were established or clarified:
• The Dean explained that this was not simply a casual renumbering of
the course to accommodate students who have already taken PL 140;
the selection of reading for PL 340 differs radically from what is read
in PL 140. The same is true for the switch from EN 231 to WL 310.
He emphasized that, though some of the readings have been changed,
the texts for each class will mesh well with the Aegean experience.
• Some faculty expressed concern that this was simply an inflation of
course numbers in order to draw more students. The Dean reemphasized that the distinction between PL 140 and PL 340 is not so

•

•

much a difference in rigor as it is a difference in the texts chosen. The
decision was not motivated by a desire to inflate the course numbers to
attract students. But he added that EPC was discussing what is meant
by 200, 300, and 400 level courses in foreign study.
Dean Hay added that since many students interested in going to the
Aegean were either Philosophy or English majors, they had the
background that would allow them to do more advanced study. She
added, however, that no students would be turned down for the
Aegean term if they did not have this extra experience.
Students who have had WL 310 on another foreign term will be
allowed to repeat WL 310 in the Aegean, since the topics for WL 310
differ based on the location in which they are taught

Seconded by Mark Vincent and approved.
b. Approval of “L” suffix for WS Topics Course , a special topics course in
Women’s and Gender Studies. It was clarified that the “L” suffix applies only
to this particular iteration of WS 380, and not to all iterations of WS 380.
Seconded by Roger Crossley and approved.
c. Augustana-Duke Univ. Marine Biology Connection ,during discussion the
following points were established or clarified.
• This program is a summer-only option; as such it will make no claim on
Augustana’s financial aid. It comes out of the student’s pocket.
• Norm Moline spoke in favor of the program, explaining that Augustana
students have been successfully involved in the Duke Masters of Forestry
or Environmental Management Programs. Since out students have done
so well, Duke has invited this further connection with Augustana College.
This Marine Biology program is different from the Forestry program, but
it’s a second link in our connection with Duke.
• The Augustana contact for this program is Darrin Good.
Seconded by Chuck Hyser and approved.

4.

Presentation of candidate for honorary degree – President Tredway
The President asked the Senate to consider awarding writer William Styron an
honorary Doctorate of Humane Letter. Styron will be speaking at graduation.
Gary Mann made the motion to grant Styron this honorary degree. The motion
was then seconded by Rowen Schussheim-Anderson and approved.
Paul Olsen reported that Styron’s wife had said that Styron’s earlier visit to
Augustana had been his best experience at any college.

5.

6.

Other Business
•

Lou Belby reported that the Steering Committee, the President, and the Dean
were meeting in order to discuss the issue of communication between the
faculty and the Board of Trustees. Various options are being considered,
including the possible creation of some kind of liaison committee composed
both of members the Faculty and of the Board of Trustees. He invited faculty
members with any suggestions-either about the mechanism for increased
communication, and/or whether or not this increase would be a good idea-to
contact any member of the steering committee. The Steering Committee’s
intention is to consider various alternatives, and then bring a motion to the
Senate at a later date.

•

On a separate issue, Mike Nolan moved that the Senate express its
appreciation to Al DeSimone for successfully concluding the “Tradition and
Promise” fundraising campaign for the college. Seconded by John Clauss and
approved.

Announcements
There were no announcements

7.

Adjournment
Dara Wegman-Geedey moved to adjourn the meeting and Jim Winship seconded
the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Laura Greene
Secretary

